COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 28th September 2004 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott (Mayor)




M T Weston (Deputy Mayor)




Mrs J Baynham

C T Elsmore




A M Lacey




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny

APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin, Councillor D J Atherley, Councillor C P Kay, Councillor R D Phelps and Councillor J A Shaw.  County Councillor P Chamberlain, District Councillor Mrs P Evans and PC Rob Dix, Gloucestershire Constabulary. 

POLICE UPDATE

PC Dix had provided the clerk with an update of the crime figures as detailed:





August

September

Year to Date

Violence Against Person
     9

       3


        44

Sexual Offences

     0

       0


           1

Robbery


     0

       0


           0

Domestic Burglary 

     1

       1                                    10

Commercial Burglary
                 0                        2                                    13

Theft from Motor Vehicle
     0                        0                                    11

Theft of Motor Vehicle                0                        0                                      2

Other Theft


   12                        8                                    63

Drug Offences                              0                        0                                      2

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston advised that on two recent occasions the police had responded to incidents in two minutes and four minutes.  Councillor N Penny advised that a response time of one minute had been reported to him.  Councillor Mrs S Merrikin had received reports of problems by the elderly in Kingsmeade and asked for the police to be informed.  

The minutes of the last meetings of the Council held on Tuesday 27th July 2004 and Tuesday 24th August 2004 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

Proposed Councillor C Elsmore
Seconded Councillor N Penny

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston proposed ratifying the minutes of the Office Sub-committee dated 26th July 2004.  Councillor Mrs S Merrikin seconded this.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

Regarding minute number 98 - Risk Assessment a further meeting to progress the assessments is to be arranged.

Regarding minute number 232 – The gravelled driveway entrance required approximately one metre of tarmacadam to be laid to ensure a smooth entrance for vehicles.  

250 (a) CEMETERY RECORDS

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott together with the clerk had visited Mr N Kingsley the County Archivist.

The County Records office could digitally copy the Cemetery records onto compact disks with copies of the records printed in the Town Council’s office.

The original ledgers could then be held by the County Archivist for safekeeping.

To copy all historical records would cost approximately £2500.

Councillor M Lacey proposed that Coleford Cemetery records be copied onto compact disks at a cost of approximately £2500 and the ledgers deposited with the County Records office.  Councillor N Penny seconded the proposal with all members in agreement.



250 (b) TOWN BADGES

The approved artwork for the badges showing the Coleford Crest had been returned and delivery of the badges awaited.

250 (c) CEMETERY – FENCE – SEXTONS LODGE

Repairs had been carried out to the Lodge boundary fence by the owner.  Regular checks would ensure its condition did not deteriorate.

251.
REDECORATION OF 1 & 2 THE TOWN HOUSE

Councillor M Lacey expressed surprise that, having gone out to tender for the redecoration, members could feel there might be a conflict of interest should the leaseholder carry out the work.

The clerk advised members of the estimated cost of a Quantity Surveyor to check prices of the tenders.

Councillor M Lacey proposed acceptance of the tender for the redecoration from Bath Builders Limited in the sum of £3250 which was seconded by Councillor M Weston.  All members were in agreement.

252.
MAYORAL BOARD

Following discussion regarding the positioning of the mayoral board and updating the information thereon including listing of Past Clerks, Councillor M Lacey proposed that the board remain in the reception lobby and be updated, including listing Past Clerks’ names.  Councillor C Lusty seconded the proposal.  All members were in agreement.  

253.
CHAIN OF OFFICE 

Members discussed updating the engraving of the Mayoral Chain of Office.  Councillor M Lacey proposed the Mayoral Chain of Office be updated.  Councillor C Lusty seconded the proposal which was agreed by all members.

254.
CEMETERY SEATING

Damaged seat

During the previous few days the cemetery seat donated by Dr Cyril Hart had been vandalised beyond repair.  The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott had visited Dr Hart and informed him of the damage.  The police had been informed.  A replacement bench would cost approximately £500 and the insurance company had been notified.

Following discussions Councillor M Lacey proposed the replacement of the bench.  Councillor Mrs S Merrikin seconded the proposal with all members in agreement.

Seats in storage

Councillor M Lacey proposed replacing the metal seat in the Cemetery with a wooden seat currently in storage and that the metal seat be taken to the KGV playing field.  Councillor M Weston seconded the proposal with all members in agreement.

255.
CEMETERY TREE STUMP

A report dated September 2002 by Ross Tree Surgery on the state of the remaining beech tree stump was read to members.

Councillor M Lacey proposed the stump be removed, Councillor C Lusty seconded the proposal.

In an amendment Councillor Mrs S Merrikin requested a more up to date report be sought.  Councillor N Penny seconded the amendment.

Members voted in favour of the amendment to request an updated report from Ross Tree Surgery.

256.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 14th September having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Proposed by Councillor M Lacey and Seconded by Councillor N Penny

The recommendations of the Planning Meeting held on 28th September were accepted as a true record and observations agreed accordingly.

Present Councillors: - Clive Elsmore, Chris Lusty, Janet Marrott, Sue Merrikin and Nick Penny.

Proposed by Councillor M Lacey and Seconded by Councillor Mrs J Baynham 

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations
DF12910/A (P1451/04/FUL)
Erection of a detached dwelling
No objections

Land at 64 Gloucester Road
and private car garage.

Coleford



(Treatment plant drainage)





(Resubmission)

DF13066 (P1454/04/COU)
Change of use of existing 

No objections

Pingry Barn


agricultural barn to form live/

Pingry Lane


work unit. (Treatment plant

Coleford



drainage)

DF10473/A (P1436/04/FUL)
Improvement to elevational
Support given to application

Bank Buildings


treatment and relaxation/variation


Spout Lane


of condition (c) (not in accordance

Coleford



with plans) and (f) (use for only






wood product manufacturing and 





pottery manufacture/finishing/





warehouse) of planning 





permission DF10473

DF1691/A (P1470/04/FUL)
Erection of a pair of semi-detached
Which way does drainage go.

Land at 2 Campbell Road

dwellings, (including the retention

Broadwell


of modified existing dwelling).
Concerns over density in area.

Coleford



Alterations to vehicular access.

DF13067 (P1479/04/COU)
Change of use of former Job
*

The Job Centre


Centre to create restaurant with

Lords Hill


take-away facility and ancillary


Coleford



works.

*Coleford Town Council has the following concerns: -

1) drainage and in particular the type of waste which would be produced by this application

2) it is important to ensure there is no parking permitted at the front of the building 

3) the application provides no information regarding disabled access or toilets

4) the application shows only one entrance – no Fire Exit is shown

5) Coleford already has too many food outlets

DF401/G (P1266/04/FUL)
Revised Plans – Erection of five
Support given to application

Land at Baynhams Walk

dwellings and layout of

Broadwell


associated parking facilities.  

Coleford


CORRESPONDENCE

257.
GCC – COUNTY STRUCTURE PLAN – 3rd ALTERATION

Members noted receipt of this document.  Councillor C Elsmore agreed to read the document.

258.
SOUTH WEST REGIONAL ASSEMBLY – REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY CONSULTATION


Members requested copies of this document.

259.
ODPM – CODE OF CONDUCT


A copy of the Code was requested for the Office Sub-Committee.

260.
GORDON BLAKE – RE HEADSTONES


Mr Blake had written requesting permission to place a not regulatory sized headstone in the Cemetery.  Members agreed that Mr Blake be informed that regrettably the Council was unable to permit a breach of its rules regarding a minimum height of headstones.


261.
GAPTC – AGM


Members noted the AGM to be held on 16th October at Bream.

262.
REMEMBRANCE DAY


Members noted dates and times of Acts of Remembrance.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott advised that she had offered to fund the cost of one of the maroons to be fired on 11th November from the Mayor’s Allowance.

263.
MEMBERS REPORTS


Councillor D Atherley had provided a written report following his attendance at the Police & Community Consultation Committee.


Councillor Mrs J Baynham advised that she had been adopted by Bream Health Forum to work with the Chair who is looking to retire next year.  Councillor Mrs S Merrikin is shadowing the secretary who is also planning to resign.


Councillor Mrs J Baynham expressed concerns regarding possible conflicts of interest in this work and the clerk was instructed to seek the advice of the County Association of Parish and Town Councils regarding this issue.

Councillor Mrs J Baynham had attended the Wye Valley AONB Joint Advisory Committee Study Tour.  The day had been very interesting and Councillor Baynham advised members that the facilities at the Biblins were being improved. 

Councillor N Penny advised that a new lead story was needed to update the Council’s web-site.  The new theme would be seasonal and include the Festive Foods Fare, Christmas Lights, and the Senior Citizens Christmas Party.

Councillor M Weston reported sewerage problems in Sunnybank, Gloucester Road and Newland Street and concerns regarding behaviour in the town on Saturday evenings which appeared to be fuelled by alcohol.  Councillor Weston expressed concerns that licensing laws were not being enforced.

Councillor M Lacey left the meeting at 8.30pm.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott’s written report listed Mayoral and other duties, including attending Dr Charleys Luncheon Club and having lunch with  three Japanese Professors who are studying care of the elderly.

264.
ACCOUNTS

2379 Symantec Ltd – Subscription Renewal




33.98

2380 GRCC – Subscription






25.00

2381 Wye Valley AONB – Study Tour




  6.50

2382 C Wilkins – September Salary




          786.65

2383 V Mitchell – September Salary



                    1196.67

2384 RBS Software – Software Management


          176.25

2385 British Gas – Office






35.46

2386 FODDC – Linkline alarm 7/9 – 6/12




33.61

2387 Shane Ball Gardening Services – September


          193.67

2388 C Bath Settlement – Rent 




        3525.00

2389 Skip-it – Skip emptying – Cemetery




50.00

2390 R J Contracting – KGV field checks



          176.25

2391 OfficeStar – stationery






27.61

2392 RBS – Accounting Solutions




          381.88

2393 J F Poynter Ltd – Xmas Lights




          191.20

2394 Irvine Martin International Ltd – Xmas Lights

                    1947.10

2395 G E Capital Equipment Finance



          235.00

2396 Ernest Heal & Sons – bin emptying




70.50

2397 FODDC – Rates – storage container




71.14

2398 FODDC – Rates






          114.00

2399 Guy White – bus shelter cleaning




40.00

2400 Mr F J Thomas – bus shelter cleaning




90.00

2521 Mrs E Roberts – bus shelter cleaning




30.00

2522 Mrs C Grail – bus shelter cleaning




30.00

2523 GCC – Pensions






          425.99

2524 Inland Revenue





                      285.40


2525 Coleford Guides – donation- Newsletter delivery                               150.00

2526 Petty Cash                                                                                             50.00

2527 Dr Charley Luncheon Club – Mayors Allowance


25.00                                          

High Interest Account

10/09/04 Gross Credit Interest




          325.01

15/09/04 Norwich Union - Preference Share




36.47

27/09/04 Norwich Union - Monthly Income 




13.14

Current Account

23/09/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Powles)




46.00

30/09/04 Sundry Credit - Commonwealth War Graves Commission
40.00

                                       - Coleford AFC (fees)


          108.15

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 8.50pm.
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